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Removing Barriers to 
Implementation of 
Passive House 

!  Consulting:  
Passive House Studio 
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SAY WHY 
The Challenge……. 

Russ Weiser  
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Pie in the Sky Goal….The Challenge 
Every Home
Every Building

Passive House
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World - Upward Trend 
 
 

Data courtesy of Passive House Institute 2014 
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US - Upward Trend 
 
 

Data courtesy of Passive House Institute US 2014 

PH Certified Projects - US 
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High Performance Proportion 
 

  

Data courtesy of U.S. DEPT OF COMMERCE, PHIUS, PHI, USGBC and 
ENERGY STAR 2014 

Standard 
Construction 513,935 

Energy Star  100,000 

PH Certified 
144 LEED Certified 
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U.S. Homes - 2014 Projection 
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Perceived Value < Perceived Cost 

Perceived Value Perceived Cost 
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PERCEIVED VALUE PERCEIVED COST 
 
FINANCIAL  1)  Reduced annual operating cost for 

energy 
2)  Increased asset value at resale 
3)  Reduced maintenance cost 

1)  Additional cost for high performance 
components 

2)  Additional cost for design/energy 
modeling 

3)  Additional cost/time for construction 

 
OTHER IMPACTS 1)  Improved thermal comfort 

2)  Health benefits of improved indoor 
air quality 

3)  Improved durability of high 
quality construction reduces 
maintenance 

4)  Environmental benefit of reducing 
carbon emissions 

5)  Peer recognition  

1)  Contractor may add safety factor in 
cost estimate above actual cost to 
mitigate perceived risk if unfamiliar 
process 

2)  Designer adds safety factor in budget 
3)  Owner adds safety factor in budget 

Perceived Value  - Financial 
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Perceived Value  -  Other Impacts 
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